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PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

The Board of Education believes that the education of each student is a responsibility shared by the school district as well as parents.  The Board recognizes the need for a constructive partnership between the district and parents that provides for two-way communication and fosters educational support for students and parents.  In this policy, the word “parent” also includes guardians and other members of a student’s family involved in the student’s education.

In keeping with these beliefs, it is the intention of the district to cultivate and support active parental involvement and to set and realize goals for parent-supported student learning.

To that end, all district schools shall:

1.
Consult with and encourage parents to share in school planning and in the setting of objectives through participating in building level accountability committees.

2.
Help parents understand the educational process and their role in supporting student achievement.

3.
Inform parents of school choices within the district, including but not limited to, information on open enrollment, choice programs and charter school options.

4.
Provide opportunities for parents to be informed about their student’s progress toward attaining proficiency on state and district content standards through written materials and public meetings.  Information shall explain how the student’s progress will be measured and how parents will be informed of such progress.  This information shall also be provided to the building level and district accountability committees.

5.
Provide appropriate avenues for parents to find support in their role.

6.
Encourage formal organizations for parents at each school building as well as at the district level.  The organizations shall receive information concerning district and school activities and shall have opportunities for input into district decisions as appropriate.

The Board also recognizes the special importance of parental involvement to the success of its Title I, Migrant Education Program (MEP), and Limited English Proficiency (LEP) programs and sets forth the following specific requirements.

Title I Parent Involvement

Development of District Title I Parent Involvement Policy

Pursuant to federal law, each school district and the parents of students participating in Title I programs shall jointly develop a written parent involvement policy to be incorporated into the district’s Title I plan.  This policy shall describe how the district will accomplish the following:

1.
Involve parents in jointly developing the Title I program plan, reviewing implementation of the plan and suggesting improvements to the plan.

2.
Provide the coordination, technical assistance and other support necessary to assist participating schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance.

3.
Build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement.

4.
Coordinate and integrate Title I parental involvement strategies with those of other educational programs.

5.
Conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the District Title I Parent Involvement Policy (KBA) with regard to improving the academic quality of the schools served, including identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by law, particularly by parents who:

•
are economically disadvantaged

•
have disabilities

•
have limited English proficiency

•
are of any racial or ethnic minority background

•
are parents of migratory children


The district shall use the findings of such evaluation to design strategies for more effective parental involvement and to revise, if necessary, the District Title I Parent Involvement Policy.

6.
Involve parents in the activities of the schools served.

7.
Involve parents in decisions regarding how Title I funds allocated for parent involvement activities shall be used.

8.
Provide assistance to parents, as appropriate, in understanding such topics as the state’s academic content and achievement standards, state and local academic assessments, the requirements of Title I, how to monitor students’ academic progress and how to work with school staff to improve the achievement of students.

9.
Provide materials and training to help parents work with students to improve student achievement, such as literacy training and using technology as appropriate, to foster parental involvement.

10.
With the assistance of parents, educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff in:

·
the value and utility of contributions of parents

·
how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners

·
implementing and coordinating parent programs

·
building ties between parents and the school

11.
To the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their students.

12.
Ensure that all information related to school and parent programs, meetings and other activities is sent to parents in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.

13.
Provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as parents may request.

14.
Review the effectiveness of parent involvement actions and activities of district schools receiving Title I funds.

15.
Involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training.

16.
Provide necessary literacy training from Title I funds if the school district has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training.

17.
Provide for payment of reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions.

18.
Train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents.

19.
Arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other educators, who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation.

20.
Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement.

21.
Establish a district-wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement in programs supported by Title I.

22.
Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities.

Development of School-Level Title I Parent Involvement Policy

Each school receiving Title I funds shall jointly develop with and distribute to parents of students participating in the Title I program (hereafter referred to as “parents”) a written School-Level Title I Parent Involvement Policy agreed upon by the parents in accordance with the requirements of federal law.

The policy shall contain a school-parent compact or agreement that outlines how parents, school staff and students will share the responsibility of improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help students.  At a minimum, the compact will include the provisions contained in the sample exhibit (KB-E-1) attached to this policy.

Title I Limited English Proficiency Program Parent Involvement

Pursuant to federal law, the district shall implement an effective means of outreach to parents of limited English proficient students to inform them about how they can be involved in the education of their students and be active participants in assisting their students in attaining English proficiency, achieve at high levels in core academic subjects and meet challenging state academic and content standards.

The district shall hold regular meetings for the purpose of formulating and responding to recommendations from parents.  Parents shall receive notice of the meetings.

The district shall provide notice to parents of students, identified for participation or participating in the program, not later than 30 days after the beginning of each school year (or within 2 weeks if during the school year) that includes the following:

1.
The reasons for the identification of the student as limited English proficient and in need of placement in the program.

2.
The student’s level of English proficiency, how the level was assessed and the status of the student’s academic achievement.

3.
The methods of instruction used in the program, as well as methods used in other available programs, including how such programs differ in content, instructional goals and the use of English and native language instruction.

4.
How the program will meet the educational strengths and needs of their student.

5.
How the program will specifically help the student learn English and meet age-appropriate academic achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation.

6.
The specific exit requirements for the program, including the expected rate of transition form the program into classrooms that are not tailored for limited English proficient students (and if funds are used for students in secondary schools, the expected rate of graduation from secondary schools for the program).

7.
For students with disabilities, how the program meets the objectives of the student’s individualized education program.

8.
Information pertaining to parental rights that includes written guidance regarding:

·
the right to have the student immediately removed from the program at the parent’s request

·
options the parent has to decline enrollment of the student in the program or choose another program or method of instruction if available

·
assisting parents in selecting among various programs and methods of instruction, if offered

The notice and information provided to parents shall be in an understandable and uniform format and to the extent practicable, provided in a language the parent can understand.

Title I Migratory Education Program Parent Involvement

Pursuant to federal law, the district shall establish a Parent Advisory Council for migratory education programs of one or more school years in duration.  The Parent Advisory Council shall be consulted to ensure that all programs and projects are carried out in a manner that provides for the same parental involvement s is required for other Title I programs as noted above, unless extraordinary circumstances make such involvement impractical.

The migratory education programs, to the extent feasible, shall provide for advocacy and outreach activities for migratory students and their families, including informing the students and families and helping them to access other education, health, nutrition and social services.

All information and notices to parents of students in Migratory Education Programs shall be in a format and language understandable to the parents.

LEGAL REFS.:
C.R.S. 22-7-101 through 22-7-107 (Educational Accountability Act of 1971) (local accountability programs)


C.R.S. 22-7-407 (5) (informing parents about standards-based education)


C.R.S. 22-11-201 (4)(b)(l) (accreditation contract must bind district to administer community involvement, including processes for parents)


C.R.S. 22-30.5-109 (publicity regarding educational options)


1 CCR 301-1, Rules 2202-R.2.01 (4)(j) (accreditation contract must include goals and processes for informing and involving parents, families, community and accountability committees)


20 U.S.C. §6301 et seq. (No Child Left Behind Act of 2001)


Title I, Part A, Section 1118 (Title I parent involvement requirements)


Title I, Part A, Section 1114 (b)(1)(F) (Schoolwide Reform Program must include strategies to increase parent involvement)


Title I, Part A, Section 1115 (c)(1)(g) (Targeted Assistance Program must include parent involvement strategies)


Title I, Part A, Section 1116 (a)(1)(D) (school districts’ receiving Title I funds must review effectiveness of parent involvement actions and activities at schools)


Title I, Part F, Section 1606 (a)(7) (Comprehensive School Reform Grant Program parent involvement requirements)


Title II, Part A, Section (a)(3)(B)(IV) (preparing and training for highly qualified teachers and principals Grant Program parent involvement provisions)


Title I, Part A, Section 1112 (g) (parent involvement and notifications in districts using Title I funds to provide language instruction to limited English proficient students)


Title I, Part C, Section 1304 (b)(3) (parent involvement and notifications in districts using Title I funds for the education of migratory children)


Title I, Part A, Section 1114 (b)(2) (eligible school that desires to operate a schoolwide program must develop a comprehensive reform plan)

CROSS REFS:
ADA, School District Goals and Objectives


AE, Accountability/Commitment to Accomplishments


AEA, Standards Based Education


IA, Instructional Goals and Learning Objectives


IHBIB, Primary/Preprimary Education


IL, Evaluation of Instructional Programs


ILBA, District Program Assessment


ILBB, State Program Assessments


KBA, District Title I Parent Involvement Policy


KD, Public Information and Communications
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